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10 February 2020 
 
Kia ora  
 
On behalf of New Zealand Opera, I am writing to register our strong objection to the proposed changes at RNZ 
Concert. I urge the Government and RNZ to find a solution that safeguards the station and reinvigorates it for the 
future.  
 
We understand the very real challenges that exist in programming classical art forms in the comparatively small 
market that is New Zealand and the need for RNZ to attract new audiences and broaden its base. This is why New 
Zealand Opera itself recently embarked on a bold new strategic direction. Our ambition has shifted to lead opera from 
Aotearoa in a way that reimagines the art form; embraces the cultural and social identities of our diverse communities; 
and ensures a vibrant and sustainable presence for opera in New Zealand.  
 
The arts in New Zealand must be supported across all generations and genres, recognising our interdependency. The 
competition for resources is tangible for all arts organisations. The proposal to significantly cut RNZ Concert’s 
resources and reach is another symptom of an underfunded arts sector, and a frightening one. It would be a tragedy 
to see this key platform for arts promotion and commentary be lost at a time when the arts sector is undergoing a 
significant transformation to broaden audiences, tell our own stories and better reflect the diversity of our communities. 
 
RNZ Concert is a key component for the classical sector and an important part of what is an increasingly fragile arts 
ecosystem. Removing RNZ Concert from high-quality FM broadcast, losing the context and education provided by the 
announcers, and the opportunity for coverage and promotion of arts events will impact cohesion in the arts 
community. It will also impact New Zealand’s standing in the international arts community. 
 
From a New Zealand Opera point of view, the loss of RNZ Concert would be significant. The station provides in-depth 
coverage of our productions, participation programmes and showcases emerging and established talent to a level that 
is not replicated by any other radio station in New Zealand. Crucially, the platform is a means by which New 
Zealanders follow our many singers working at the highest international level and who are only able to return home at 
intervals when the opportunity for employment arises through New Zealand Opera or another organisation in the 
sector. The ongoing connection that RNZ Concert offers is a payoff for significant personal and tax payer investment 
in these artists from all backgrounds. 
 
I note that the UK faced similar challenges some years ago. It has not escaped our attention that the BBC’s classical 
station Radio 3 recently announced its highest listener figures in three years, while other stations including Radio 1 
are declining. RNZ Concert needs to be resourced to provide a rejuvenated offering with more of what makes the 
station so valuable – interviews and comments from the highly knowledgeable staff, live broadcasts, specific initiatives 
to develop audiences and programmes that connect the people of New Zealand with its hugely talented diaspora. 
 
We must also not forget the community, and the listeners of all ages who value both the music and the context the 
presenters bring. There have been many articles, emails and social media posts outlining the social good that the 
station does, and the social impacts are yet another reason that RNZ Concert must retain its FM transmission and 
presenters.  
 
Finally, we believe that all music and all art forms are valuable. With this in mind we ask the Government and RNZ to 
find a way to fund both RNZ Concert and the proposed youth-focused station to a level that allows both stations to 
thrive. 

 
Ngā mihi maioha 

 
 
Thomas de Mallet Burgess 
General Director, New Zealand Opera 


